Management of fetal alloimmune thrombocytopenia-a less invasive option?
Fetal alloimmune thrombocytopenia (FAITP) is a condition associated with significant infant morbidity and mortality. We report on the West of Scotland experience of 30 pregnancies complicated by FAITP over a 17-year period (1982-98). Management options included serial cordocentesis together with platelet transfusion, and maternal intravenous gammaglobulin (IVIgG) therapy. Of those pregnancies managed by serial cordocentesis all had poor outcomes. Weekly IVIgG was administered to the remaining pregnancies, all of which had a good outcome although four infants were thrombocytopenic at birth. None of these cases had previously been complicated by intracranial haemorrhage. In the milder end of the spectrum of FAITP we would suggest that IVIgG is an alternative treatment option.